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Celebrating Festivals

T

HE second national Interfaith Week
took place between November 21st
and 27th with Concord taking part
by hosting an event in the Arena of Leeds
City Museum. Our thanks to all the faith
communities and members of the Museum
staff for their time and effort into making
it such a success.
Displays by nine faiths, a
demonstration and workshop on Hindu
Temple Dancing, music and other activities
attracted over 500 visitors including the
Lord Mayor of Leeds, the High Sheriff of
West Yorkshire and at least three school

parties. We hope to do it again—and even
better—this November on a theme of
Worship.
For more pictures, see pp 4-5

Annual Peace Service

this. Images and music welcomed
participants and visitors and set the scene
for the October event. As well as hearing
from the various faiths in Leeds we were
treated to some beautiful music by two
young people of the Baha’i faith.

I

T is always comforting and inspiring
to hear how much peace is valued by
all faiths and Concord’s annual Peace
Service is an excellent demonstration of
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Rites of Passage

T

HE current series on Rites of Passage in different faith
traditions was started off last September with an
engaging talk by Rabbi Douglas Charing—one of the
founders of Concord— on Jewish rites. He dealt with
circumcision, bar/bat mitzvah, weddings under the chuppah,
death, funeral and mourning rites, and answered many
questions from the audience. This session was held at the
Friends’ Meeting House in Street Lane, Roundhay.
The second in the series, on Christian Rites of Passage,
was given by John Summerwill at Roscoe Methodist Church
in Chapeltown. John’s talk, illustrated by pictures and video
clips, examined the sacraments of baptism, holy communion,
reconciliation, confirmation and ordination as well as the more
social rituals surrounding birth, initiation, marriage and death.
It was fascinating to see and hear about the very different
traditions from Greek Orthodox to Salvation Army.
The next in the series will be on Rites of Passage in Islam,
for which we shall return to the Abu Huraira Masjid,Hardy
Street, Beeston, which we visited on the 2008 Walk of
Friendship.

Fairtrade

E

ACH year, at the end of February,
the Fairtrade Foundation encourages
local groups to put an extra effort
into publicising Fairtrade. This year the
focus is on Fairtrade cotton goods and,
for the first time, there will be Fairtrade
gold.
Leeds is a Fairtrade city, with shops,
cafes, businesses, schools etc using and
promoting Fairtrade products. Many
places of worship and faith communities
also support Fairtrade—Ripon & Leeds is
a Fairtrade Diocese—knowing that their
purchases show
their care for
people and the
planet. Is your
place of worship
a fair and caring
community?

Elizabeth Bernheim
Commemoration

I

T is now nearly a year since the death
of Elizabeth Bernheim, one of
Concord’s oldest members. In
accordance with Jewish tradition there will
be a Stone Setting to immortalise her
memory which will take place on 6th
February 2011 (the anniversary of her
death) at 2.00 pm in the Jewish section of
Harehills Cemetery, Kimberley Road,
Leeds LS9 6LS
Following this brief ceremony where
will be a tea, at 3.00 pm, at Sinai
Synagogue, Roman Road, Leeds, LS8
2AN.
Her family have invited anyone in
Concord who knew her to either or both
of these events, whichever they are able
to attend.

Peter Bell Memorial Lecture

Walk of Friendship

C

ONCORD’S Walk of Friendship will
be taking place in the Harehills area
of Leeds on Saturday April 30th.
Arrangements are still to be confirmed
but, all being well, we will meet at 10.00
am at Touchstone on Harehills Avenue,
from where our Walk plans to visit the
Three Hierarchs Greek Orthodox Church,
Shah Jala Jamia Masjid and Ramgarhia
Board Sikh Centre, taking in an interesting
and unusual feature on the way.

W

E are very fortunate to have as
our visiting speaker Dr
Musharraf Hussain OBE,
Director of the Karimia Institute in the
University of Nottingham and adviser to
the Muslim Council of Britain. Dr Hussain
is not only a well known speaker and
scholar but someone passionate about
interfaith—so passionate that the title for
his address is “Seventy Ways to Enrich
Interfaith Activity”.
We hope you will join us on
Wednesday March 16th in the Council
Chamber of Leeds Civic Hall at 7.30pm.

Holocaust Memorial Day
On Sunday January 30th you are
invited to the Holocaust Memorial Day
event in Leeds Town Hall at 2.00 pm.
Untold Stories include drama, song, music
artwork and keynote speech by Mike
Love of Together for Peace.

Leeds – City of Sanctuary

L

EEDS City of Sanctuary was
launched at Hillcrest on November
11th with speeches, music, food and
a quiz. There was an excellent turn-out,
lots of interesting people from all over
Leeds, of all ages, many faiths and
cultures— and a good time was had by
all.
Then on January 9th Sinai Synagogue
hosted an afternoon of Faith Response with
the Lord Mayor of Leeds and Fabian
Hamilton MP among the guests.
What is needed now is a groundswell
of support from groups and individuals.
Concord has ‘signed up’ as a group; your
church, chapel, gurdwara, masjid,
meeting, synagogue, temple ... could do
so too. And you could also sign as an
individual. Forms are available as hard
copies or can be downloaded from the
website www.cityofsanctuary.org/leeds
For more information contact
Tiffy Allen
leeds@cityofsanctuary.org
07875 694 070.

2011 Olof Palme Peace Lecture
Sunday January 23rd
Olof Palme Memorial Peace Lecture
at 6.00 pm in Leeds Civic Hall.
Professor Johan Galtung, founder and
Director of TRANSCEND—a peace and
development network for conflict
transformation by peaceful means—will
speak on “Olof Palme, World Interests—
and what Wikileaks tells us about
diplomacy as an institution.”

Conversation with Frank Field MP
Saturday February 12th at 11.30am.
Meet, hear and talk with Frank Field MP
on “Life chances in deprived communities
– poverty, parenting and family life”
starting at 11.30am in Shree Hindu
Temple, Alexander Road LS6 1RF.
Please contact Wendy on
0113 2454700 if you intend to go.
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Celebrating
Festivals
Interfaith Week
Exhibition 2010
at Leeds City Museum
The Lord Mayor opened the
exhibition

The Christianity stall showed
Christmas and Easter displays
andPentecost banners
Other groups who exhibited
included the Baha’is, Jews,
Muslims and Sikhs, and Leeds
Faiths Forum. For more pictures
see the Concord website:
www.concord-leeds.org.uk

The Pagan Display featured Yuletide
and Samhain (Hallowe’en)

The Brahma
Kumari stall
Vrata demonstrated Hindu
dancing and led two workshops
for others to join in

The Harwood Singers
performed

Lalita does a hand
decoration with henna for
one of the young visitors

The Buddhist stall, with a
demonstration of the singing
bowl

5

Have Your Say!

T

HERE is a way whereby you (and
your faith community) can have a
say in the Leeds City Council
decision-making process. It’s the Equalities
Assembly—and it works.
Back in January 2010 Lee Arnell of the
Leeds Arena Project visited each “Hub”
(Age, BME, Carers, Disability, Faith,
Gender/LGB) with a presentation of the
plans for the new Arena. In November
2010 at the Equalities Assembly
Conference, Lee was there again to talk
about the impact of a particular Hub on
the Arena Project. The Disability Hub had
looked at the plans and made some
suggestions—a taxi rank near the main
entrance, equal access at the main
entrance, care over colours used on
information boards and signs—to make
it more disabled friendly. These
suggestions have been taken on board
and incorporated.
Now this might not sound like a big
deal but it is a first step in the right
direction—and we all know that even the
longest journey starts with the first step,
however small it might be.

There have been two meetings for
representatives from each Hub to take
their concerns to Leeds City Council:
issues concerning Housing, and Equality
Impact Assessments, have been discussed
with the Assistant Chief Executive.
Sadly the Faith Hub is not yet in a
position to make an impact on anything.
There has been little real representation
or consistency at Hub meetings, just a
few interested individuals turning up as
and when they can. The Faith Hub needs
people from each faith, and maybe from
each denomination or tradition within
each faith, who can communicate with
their faith group, take ideas to the Hub
and feed back to the group.
The next Faith Hub meeting will be on
Tuesday February 8th at 6pm in the Civic
Hall. Members of Leeds Equality Team
will be there to feedback on recent
activities and also to hear the Faith
viewpoint.
Some recent areas for consultation
taking place concern transport and
libraries; there is also the Vision for Leeds.
Your faith group needs to be included and
involved—maybe not so much in the
issues so far, but who knows what will
come up in the future?

Together for Peace

C

ONGRATULATIONS to Together
for Peace on winning two
community awards—national and
local— for their work in Leeds throughout
the year:
• the Award for Bridging Cultures
2010 from the Institute for
Community Cohesion; and
• the Community Organisation of the
Year 2010 from Hamara.
One of Together for Peace’s projects,
with various partners, has been to make
a series of films—In One City—the third

of which is now complete. A dozen young
people between 16 and 19 years of age
and of very different backgrounds were
encouraged to engage in challenging
conversations on social issues. The film
is available online from www.lippy.tv or
as a free DVD from T4P, The Fred Shed,
45 Westfield Road, Leeds LS3 1DG or ring
0113 3508085.
The next in the series will be Faith Views
in collaboration with people of diverse
backgrounds. If you would like to be
involved, contact T4P as above or by email to hello@t4p.org.uk

Ben came to this
country in 1959 on
the Elder Dempster
ship, SS Auriol. He
landed
at
Liverpool on 31st
December. He had
come to do his
psychiatric nurse
training at Horton
Hospital in Epsom,
Surrey. I also went
to Horton from
the School of
Occupational
Therapy
in
Huyton where I was training and
returned there when I was qualified. We
met and were married in 1961. Our first
son was born in Epsom—although we
lived in a caravan on Box Hill during
the second worst winter of the
century.We had four feet of snow and
an 11-foot icicle on the caravan.
We moved to Leeds shortly
afterwards, where the second son was
born. Ben remained a perpetual
student—GCEs, Social Work, Hospital
Administration and eventually an Open
University Degree—but always stayed
as a nurse. He went for some weeks
each summer helping disabled students
at OU Summer Schools. He was very
interested in history. He only retired at
the age of 74.
When we visited Nigeria and people
heard that he only had two sons, many
asked Ben whether he would be taking
a second wife to have more children.
Ben replied with a very heartfelt “One
is MORE than enough”. Both sons
have emulated their Dad by David
becoming a consultant histopathologist
and Alex a barrister. We trust that the
four grandchildren, Jessy, Libby, Sam
and Adam, will follow the trail blazed
for them.

Ben Agbamu
1928-2010
An outline of his life
by Primrose Agbamu

B

EN was born in 1928 in
Effurun in the Niger Delta.
He was a twin—in Nigeria
that was bad news because twins
were considered to be unlucky—
so he was put out in “the bush”
to die because it would have
been even more unlucky to put his twin
sister out!
According to Ben’s cousin, whose
father was Ben’s paternal uncle and had
been to university, his father told Ben’s
Dad that he shouldn’t be following old
superstitions so Ben was fetched back.
Ben’s 7 year-old sister then had to stop
going to school so that she could carry
Ben on her back.
Ben’s father was one of the first two
Nigerian general nurses to qualify in the
country. He moved about various
hospitals eventually becoming a Nursing
Superintendent. Ben therefore attended
a mission school in the North, at Wusasa,
Kaduna. After leaving school he and his
older brother followed their father’s
profession although Ben seemed to talk
more about the football, boxing, tennis
and athletics than he did about his
nursing. He held records for athletic
events in the country for some time and
sparred against Hogan Kid Bassey.
Several other brothers were also good
at sport, one making it to Mexico City
Olympics and becoming the Olympic
coach. Ben’s father had five wives and
22 children that Ben knew about. Seven
are still alive.
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Interfaith Calendar of
Festivals
Spring 2011
FEBRUARY
2
Candlemas
Imbolc
8
Vasant Panchami
Parinirvana
15
Milad un Nabi
18
Magha Puja
20
Milad un Nabi

Christian
Pagan
Hindu
Buddhist
Sunni Muslim
Buddhist
Shia Muslim

MARCH
1
St David’s Day
Christian
2
Beginning of 19 Day Fast Bahái’i
3
Mahashivratri
Hindu
7
Clean Monday Orthodox Christian
9
Ash Wednesday
Christian
17
Fast of Esther
Jewish
St Patrick’s Day
Christian
19
Holi
Hindu
20
Purim
Jewish
Spring Equinox, Eoster
Pagan
21
Naw-Ruz (New Year)
Bahá’i
25
Annunciation
Christian
APRIL
3
Mothering Sunday
Christian
4
Ugadi
Hindu
12
Swaminarayan Jayanti
Hindu
Ram Navami
Hindu
13
Vaisakhi
Sikh
14
Birthday of Guru Nanak
Sikh
Hola Mohalla
Sikh
17
Palm Sunday
Christian
Theravada New Year
Buddhist
Fast of the Firstborn
Jewish
Birth of Guru Tegh Bahadur Sikh
Birthday of Guru Angad Dev Sikh
19
First day of Pesach
Jewish
21
Maundy Thursday
Christian
Ridvan (first day)
Bahái’i
22
Good Friday
Christian
23
St George’s Day
Christian
24
Easter Day
Christian
26
Eighth day of Pesach
Jewish
29
Ninth day of Ridvan
Bahá’i

Concord Events
Monday 24th January at 7.30 pm
at Friends’ Meeting House,
Woodhouse Lane LS2 9DX

Meeting God
in Friend and Stranger
Talk by David Jackson,
Catholic Interfaith Coordinator

Wednesday 2nd February at 8.00 pm
at Abu Huraira Masjid ,
1 Hardy Street, Beeston,
Leeds, LS11 6BJ

Rites of Passage
in the MuslimTradition
Wednesday 16th March at 7.30 pm
in the Council Chamber, Leeds Civic Hall

The Peter Bell Memorial Lecture

‘Seventy Ways to Enrich
Interfaith Activities’
Speaker:

Dr Musharraf Hussain OBE
Director of the Karimia Institute in the
University of Nottingham and adviser to the
Muslim Council of Britain

Tuesday 12th April at 7.30 pm

Spring Social - exploring
interfaith relations
at Friends’ Meeting House,
Woodhouse Lane LS2 9DX
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