Concord
LEEDS INTERFAITH FELLOWSHIP
www.concord-leeds.org.uk

Newsletter - January 2013
Peace Service 2012

T

HERE was an excellent turnout for the annual Peace
Service on October 17th with
a wide variety of faiths represented
and the Lord Mayor of Leeds, Cllr
Anne Castle, taking part. Music
and images of peace were provided
by the Brahma Kumaris as we
took our places, creating a
welcoming and peaceful
atmosphere. The service was
presided over by acting Chair,
Simon Phillips, with participation
from nine faith communities—
Bahá'í,
Brahma
Kumari,
Buddhist, Christian, Hindu,
Jewish, Muslim, Pagan and Sikh.
It was also good to see a wide agerange present and to have young
people taking part.

New Events
Feb 17th - Jewish Heritage Centre Visit
March 20th - Peter Bell Memorial Lecture
See page 7

Chanukkah 2012

I

T was lovely to see quite a few Concord
members at the Chanukkah Candlelighting Ceremony in Leeds Civic Hall in
December which turned out to be a multi-faith
event. The Revd Charles Dobbin was invited
to light one of the candles as a Christian and a
representative of Leeds Faiths Forum; Cynthia
Dickinson was asked to light another as a
Pagan and representative of Leeds Concord;
Mahboob Nazir was invited as a Muslim and
representative of InterActive and the Lord
Mayor of Leeds took part as the representative
of all Leeds citizens.

1

Interfaith Week

C

ONCORD didn’t organise a
specific event this year but
several of our members
supported activities happening
around the city.
There was a Concord presence in
the Jewish Centre and at Sainsbury’s
for Mitzvah Day on November 18th.
Simon Phillips, Joyce Sundram and
Cynthia Dickinson joined in
different activities to benefit others
in some way.
Concord had a display and quiz
at the Hamara Centre in Beeston on
November 20th for its Cultural
Awareness Day. Hundreds of school
children and a fair number of adults
visited the centre to take part in the
various activities aimed at bringing
communities together, this year’s
theme being unity of faith.

There was lots of Concord
support in the Merrion Centre on
November 22nd for Leeds Faiths
Forum’s event – Faith in Each
Other. Jay Anderson, Joyce
Sundram and John Fountain
staffed the Concord stall as well as
handing out cards, pens and
balloons. They also helped to
promote the ‘peace’ message
where passers-by were encouraged
to write their hopes for peace on a
post-it note and attach it to large
cut-out letters saying p e a c e.
Several other Concord members
came along to give help and
support throughout the day. And
finally, Jay Anderson represented
the Pagan faith community with a
short demonstration of the Pagan
version of prayer.
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See the Concord website for more
pictures.
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DR SIMON PHILLIPS

Profile

(Interviewed by Trevor Bates November 2012)

14th in a series of interviews
with members of Concord

S

IMON Phillips will hardly be
known to many of our
Concord members because he
moved from being just a member to
greater involvement with us a
couple of years ago in an hour
when we needed another
representative from the Jewish
community on our Executive.
Simon and his younger brother
are the fourth generation of an
Orthodox Jewish migrant family
which came from Eastern Europe
and settled successfully in Leeds in
the 19th century. His early formal
education was with the Deborah
Taylor Nursery, the Brodetsky
Primary School and the Morris
Silman Middle School until he was
12 years old, which also nurtured a
stronger sense of belonging to the
Jewish community.
Simon moved from Junior School
education to Leeds Grammar School
and then to Nottingham Trent
University where he gained a BA
(Hons) degree in History. He took
a year’s break and then returned to
Nottingham to do a PhD also in
History, which he completed in
2003.
His aspirations were to be
involved with academia as a
lecturer, however short-term
appointments with the Universities
of Surrey, Manchester and Leeds
triggered a desire for greater
stability in his working life. In

August 2007 he was appointed as a
Research Officer, in 2008 as a Project
Officer and in 2012 appointed to a
new
post
as
Community
Engagement officer, all with the
West Yorkshire Police Force.
Simon’s work in this post
requires him to build new contacts
with ‘hard to reach or marginalised
groups’ in various communities of
West Yorkshire, e.g. Gypsy, Roma
and Travellers, Refugees and
Asylum seekers—some of whom
have difficulties with reading, or
do not know how to report a crime
and may be very hesitant in
approaching the police. His work
also enables him to support sports
projects and productive activity
with teenage groups, encouraging
positive diversionary ventures with
a view to reducing crime.
In his spare time Simon is active
with
the
United
Hebrew
Congreation Synagogue on
Shadwell Lane, Leeds. He is a
member of the Executive Committee
of the synagogue and helps to
promote an informal hour for the
whole congregation usually held
after the Saturday Synagogue
service, when they have speakers
on different topics. He is also a
member of the Leeds Jewish
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Profile of Simon Phillips—continued

Representative Council. Simon
helps to organise a monthly meal
held on a Friday evening to provide
a communal Sabbath experience,
especially for those who live alone.
He is also involved with the
National Limmud organisation (a
Jewish informal educational
organisation), and is the Regional
Support Chair for the organisation.
In the wider community he and
a local imam were recruited to serve
on the Board of the West Yorkshire
Community Chaplaincy Project
based at Armley Gaol. This project
helps to integrate, and underpin
with religious values and ethos, the
re-hab of offenders, offering
support and guidance with
housing, education and family
conflict situations.
In his more leisurely hours Simon
is a loyal supporter of Leeds
United, and enjoys all kinds of
music including rock and klezmer
(but not opera!).
In the absence of an appointed
chairperson for Concord Simon has
been willing to chair our Executive
meetings and assist Cynthia with
wider representation in Leeds.
Consequent to the AGM meeting
of 2010 a Quaker/Jewish Dialogue
Group was formed which has met
several times with six or seven
representatives
from
each
community, including Simon. The
dialogue is going really well, he
says, and they have started to focus
on issues regarding Israel.

Simon sees Concord as an
important part of the rich tapestry
of inter-faith activities in Leeds. He
says: ‘Its fellowship is a good
medium for its purpose with
regular flagship events in Leeds
and a secure relationship with the
City Council’s Peace Link.’ Simon
believes there is much work to be
done especially in encouraging
young people to attend our
meetings and be involved with our
life. However, our venues and times
for meetings are not always the
most attractive for young people.
We are delighted to have Simon
with his enthusiasm, energy and
concerns in a key position of
Concord, and trust that he may well
prove to be instrumental in helping
Concord to blossom forth with new
vitality.
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Equalities Assembly Conference

A

S the (unofficial and unelected)
representative of the Faith Hub, I
attended the Equalities Assembly
Conference to give an update of the Hub’s
activities. Sadly I had to say that the Faith
Hub had not met since January 2011,
mainly because there has not been interest
shown by faith leaders but also because
there is no clear focus. However, Leeds
City Council has offered placements to
two students from Leeds University’s
Department of Theology and Religious
Studies to carry out research that will help
the council to understand how officers give
due regard to religion or belief ss part of
their decision-making process.
The main thrust of the conference was
to look at the Welfare Reform Act, its

impact on all citizens and how the council
is preparing for changes in the benefit
system. What seemed to be most
significant was the fact that the greatest
impact will be on the most vulnerable—
those who rely on benefits and those who
have difficulty dealing with ‘authorities’.
Leeds has produced a helpful booklet—
Your Benefit Changes—but what came out
most strongly from the discussions was
that a lot of people will need help to
understand what is happening and how
it will affect them. A sympathetic ear,
understanding, advice on where to go for
help would be very useful and places of
worship could be where some people
turn.
Cynthia Dickinson

Interfaith Network Legal Issues

O

There had not been a mass exodus of
traditional faiths, there had not been an
overwhelming influx of New Religious
Movements and there had not been any
withdrawal of funding—at least not
because of Pagan involvement!
The lawyers present were quite
categorical about the discrimination being
illegal and strongly recommended that
IFN should change its membership policy.
Altogether it was a calm, constructive
and informative event, ably chaired by
Revd Peter Owen-Jones, but no decisions
were taken nor commitments made.
Since then there have been some rather
‘strong’ exchanges of communication
between a London group—Scriptural
Reasoning—and the Interfaith Network’s
Board of Trustees. The latest development
is that the Interfaith Network has invited
both the Druid Network and Pagan
Federation to take part in its Strategic
Review while Scriptural Reasoning still
wants to challenge the illegality of
discrimination.
Cynthia Dickinson

N Monday November 26th Gerry
and I had a trip to London for a
‘Religious Freedom and Equality’
conference in the House of Lords. Among
other things the gathering looked at the
legal aspect of the Interfaith Network’s
refusal to admit The Druid Network and
the Pagan Federation as faith community
representative bodies.
I had gone mainly as a Pagan, along
with two past presidents of the Pagan
Federation, both of whom have been very
involved with interfaith activity for the
past 20 years.
Brian Pearce was there as the IFN’s
representative although he was unable to
speak on their behalf as he no longer
holds an official position. But he did say
that if every religious organisation joined
the IFN then it wouldn’t be the same
organisation which, in the context,
seemed to imply that it would somehow
deteriorate.
One of the Pagans present pointed out
that the groups that have admitted Pagans
have not suffered in any way (I wished
I’d been quick enough to have said it!).
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Concord Events
Tuesday 22nd January 22nd, 7.00 pm
(refreshments available from 6.30)

RITES OF PASSAGE IN PAGANISM
at The Quaker Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds LS2 9DX
Talk by Jay Anderson

Sunday 17th February at 2.00 pm - Visit to the
JEWISH HERITAGE CENTRE FOR CHILDREN
Shadwell, Leeds
The Centre opened in October. It includes a reconstructed shtetl (village) and
kosher discovery supermarket and kitchen. This will be guided tour with talk and
videos, lasting about an hour and a half, and tea/coffee and biscuits will be served.
Admission will be free for paid-up members of Concord, £3 for non-members,
and you will need to book by Friday 8th February.
To book a place, please contact Cynthia, secretary@concord-leeds.org.uk

Tuesday 20th March at 7.30 pm
Committee Room, The Civic Hall, Leeds LS1 1UR
The Peter Bell Memorial Lecture
will be given by David Berkley and Mohammed Amin on
LEARNING FROM SEVEN YEARS’ MUSLIM-JEWISH
DIALOGUE IN MANCHESTER

Sunday May 5th 2013, 2.00 pm
WALK OF FRIENDSHIP
in the Shadwell Lane area, We plan to include a synagogue, a mosque and a
Quaker meeting house.
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Interfaith Calendar of Festivals
Spring 2013
26-27 Pesach (Passover) First two days
Jewish
27 Magha Puja Day
Buddhist
Holi
Hindu
28 Maundy Thursday
Christian
Hola Mohalla
Sikh
29 Good Friday
Christian
31 Easter
Christian

JANUARY 2013
18 Founder’s Day
Brahma Kumari
18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Christian
24 Milad un Nabi
Sunni Muslim
25 St Paul's Day
Christian
26 Tu B'Shevat
Jewish
27 Mahayana New Year
Buddhist
29 Milad un Nabi
Shi’a Muslim
31 Birthday of Guru Har Rai
Sikh

APRIL 2013
2 Pesach - Last two days
Jewish
7 Yom HaShoah
Jewish
11 Hindu New Year
Hindu
11-20 Ramayana
Hindu
14 Baisakhi - New Year
Sikh
15 Yom Ha'Atzmaut
Jewish
20 Ramanavani
Hindu
21 First Day of Ridvan
Bahá'í
23 St George’s Day
Christian
25 Hanuman Jayanti
Hindu
25-28 Therevadin New Year
Buddhist
27 Lazarus Saturday Orthodox Christian
28 Lag B'Omer
Jewish
Palm Sunday
Orthodox Christian
29 9th Day of Ridvan
Bahá'í

FEBRUARY
2 Candlemas/Imbolc
Christian
Imbolc
Pagan
8 Nirvana day (or 15th)
Buddhist
10 Chinese New Year
Chinese
12 Shrove Tuesday
Christian
13 Ash Wednesday
Christian
14 St Valentine's Day
Christian/Secular
15 Vasant Panchami
Hindu
21 Fast of Esther
Jewish
23 Purim
Jewish
24 Triodion begins Orthodox Christian
25 Magha Puja
Buddhist
26 - Mar 1 Intercalary Days
Bahá'í

MAY 2013
1 Beltane
Pagan
2 Twelfth Day of Ridvan
Bahá'í
3 Holy Friday
Orthodox Christian
5 Easter/Pascha
Orthodox Christian
9 Ascension Day
Christian
15-16 Shavuot
Jewish
19 Pentecost (Whit Sunday) Christian
23 Declaration of the Bab
Bahá'í
25 Visakha Puja - Buddha Day Buddhist
26 Trinity Sunday
Christian
29 Ascension of Baha'u'llah
Bahá'í
30 Corpus Christi
Catholic Christian

MARCH
1 St David’s Day
Christian
2 -20 Nineteen Day Fast
Bahá'í
10 Maha Shivaratri
Hindu
17 St Patrick's Day
Christian
18 Clean Monday (Lent begins)
Orthodox Christian
20 Equinox - Ostara
Pagan
21 Naw Ruz (New Year)
Bahá'í
24 Orthodox Sunday Orthodox Christian
Palm Sunday
Christian
25 Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin
Catholic Christian

Editor: John S. Summerwill 0113 269 7895 editor@concord-leeds.org.uk
Admin Secretary: Cynthia Dickinson 01924 863 956 secretary@concord-leeds.org.uk
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