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O

UR annual Peace Service in the
Civic Hall on Wednesday October
23rd probably had the best
attendance yet. People of all faiths and all
ages turned out to support our hopes for
a peaceful city and peaceful world. The
atmosphere was set by Brahma Kumari
meditative music and images; the Lord
Mayor spoke of the need for peace and
led the thanksgiving prayer; pupils from
City of Leeds High School read out their
peace poetry, standing beside the large
white p e a c e letters from their school,
and the World Peace Flame provided the
source from which all other candles were
lit. Following a short time for reflection
by candle-light, the musical interlude
provided by the Wesley Singers was
something to savour, particularly the piece
entitled ‘I am a small part of the world’.
The faith contributions gave us food for
thought and the last shared reading—A
Prayer for Our Community—brought us
together in spirit for the final item, a
Benediction from the choir.

T

HE Oakleaf Remembrance Service
is a ceremony where the names of
loved ones injured or killed in road
traffic accidents anywhere in Yorkshire are
written down on a paper oak leaf and
then placed on the altar and read out
during the service. Photographs of loved
ones are placed around the font and
children from a local school light a candle
for each person who has died. A
commemorative quilt which also
represents the lives of loved ones is hung
on display throughout the service.
Road traffic accidents happen to people
of all faiths and none, and, although
mainly Christian, this annual event is
open and welcoming to all. The service
can be seen as the first step towards
starting the healing process; it gives the
bereaved an opportunity to speak with
others who are going through their own
grieving. It also gives a feeling of
togetherness, helping to remind people
that they are not alone in their grief.
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Launch of the Concord Women of Faith Textile Project

A

group of 20 women representing
six faiths and several denominations
met in November to consider the
idea of creating a multi-faith, multi-cultural
textile banner which would celebrate
Concord’s 40th anniversary and re-start the
Concord Women’s group.
Jenny Paton-Williams put forward her
suggestion of a circular design made up of
words from our faith traditions, the idea
being to focus on what we share although
the same word could appear in different
languages and scripts. Musarat (a
professional artist) showed samples of techniques she could
teach and several women brought items of needlework to
help with inspiration. Keran of South Asian Arts led a
discussion on the way forward, asking everyone to
contribute, not just about the design but also on suitable
days and venues for meetings. Some excellent ideas were
put forward with a great deal of enthusiasm so now Jenny
and I are busily applying for funds to cover the cost of a
project that will take about 18 months to complete.
We would like every faith and culture to be represented
in this work of art which will not only become a feature at
our Peace Services and other Concord events but will be on
display in Leeds City Museum for six months in 2016, our anniversary year, then
available to any place of worship, school, community centre or library that would like
to put it on show.
Because we want to be all-inclusive we are planning to hold our workshop/meetings
in six week blocks at different venues around Leeds, making it as easy as possible for
women to find at least one location accessible for them. For more information, please
drop a line to Cynthia concordwomen@phonecoop.coop or Jenny
jpatonwilliams@gmail.com .
Cynthia Dickinson

Equalities Assembly Conference —October 15th 2013

T

HERE was a full morning of talks
and round table discussions on the
issues of poverty, with particular
emphasis on helping those in greatest
need to access the necessary advice and
services. Contributions came from LCC’s
Assistant Chief Executive and Chief Officer
for Welfare and Benefits, as well as from
VAL and CAB. These were followed by
discussion as to how all agencies—

voluntary, public sector and advice—can
work together to help people in financial
difficulty.
Representatives of the Equality Hubs
(Age, BME, Carers, Disability, Faith and
LGTB) gave short reports on their
activities over the past year. Leeds Faiths
Forum has taken on the role of the
Equalities Assembly’s Faith Hub and this
year’s report was given by Jocelyn Brooks.
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Visit to St Gemma’s Hospice

A

FTER a very warm welcome on a
cold, wet December evening,
Spiritual Care Manager, Tom
Keating, gave a brief history and overview
of St Gemma’s, focussing particularly on
care for the ‘whole’ person, including
family and friends who may
be dealing with anxiety and
stress of caring for a
terminally ill loved one.
As far as meeting spiritual
needs is concerned, in Tom’s
words, ‘Our main goal is to
try to determine what the
main thrust of a person’s
spirituality is and place this at
the heart of their care. Should
this be expressed in religious terms, we
try to meet whatever religious needs they
might have and facilitate them in the
expression of their beliefs/faith. We are
very fortunate to enjoy the support of
faith leaders from all the different faiths
and Christian denominations, who
respond with great speed and sensitivity
to any calls we make on their time and
services. Leeds is now a cosmopolitan/
multi-cultural city and we hope that the
care provided at St Gemma’s reflects that.’
A great deal of outreach work—with
GPs and in the community—has been done
over recent years to ensure that all are
aware of the care available. While the
majority of in-patients still tend to be
‘white British’ with probably one Jewish
person at any one time and the occasional
Muslim, more people of different faiths
and cultures are taking advantage of the
home visits so that in a year about 3,500
patients receive support in the community
while around 600 choose to stay at the
Hospice for treatment. St Gemma’s also
has a Day Hospice with access to all
medical professions and an Academic Unit
for education and research into palliative
care.

After hearing from a nurse, doctor and
chaplain about their work we enjoyed a
lively question and answer session, not
surprisingly somewhat focused on death
and dying but leaving us feeling very
positive and uplifted.

Rabbinic Induction
Sinai Synagogue - 15th Dec 2013

A

S secretary of Concord I was
invited to the Induction of Rabbi
Esther Hugenholtz, a very special
event celebrating not only Sinai
Synagogue’s first female rabbi but also
the start of its 70th anniversary year. It
was lovely to see one of our oldest
members, Ruth Sterne, who is also one
of the original members of the
synagogue.
Cynthia Dickinson
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Harbans Singh Sagoo

Profile

H

ARBANS Singh Sagoo is the
acknowledged leader of Guru
Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha
(Leeds) UK (GNNSJ) in Lady Pit Lane,
Beeston, Leeds 11. He has held this
position since the formation of the Jatha
in 1974, by the Jatha’s patron saint, Sant
Baba Puran Singh Ji, Kericho-wale. The
gurdwara in Beeston was established in
January 1987 to fulfil religious, social,
cultural and welfare needs of Sikh
community living south of the River Aire.
Harbans, together with his wife and
two children, came to the UK on December
15th 1973 on taking voluntary retirement
from the East African Directorate of Civil
Aviation, to start a new life in the UK.
Harbans was locally trained to become
an air traffic controller and gained a private
pilot’s licence as part of his training. In
the twenty odd years of service with DCA
Harbans was promoted to hold a very
prestigious position as Officer-in-charge
of Navigational Services at Nairobi
Airport—East Africa’s busiest international
airport.
Harbans’ aspiration for the new life in
the UK was to start and develop his own
business and not to be a wage earner any
more. After working for an engineering
firm for a year, Harbans, together with
his two brothers, acquired a railway arch
in Brussell Street and launched Harjass
Motors, which offered car servicing and
mechanical repair work. Later on they
took on two more arches to expand their
facilities to cope with body work and
painting.
In 1982 the Sagoo brothers bought
Woodlea Garage in Beeston, offering
further facilities of MOT testing, petrol/
diesel and accessory shop to their
customers. After 21 years the garage was
closed and the site redeveloped to
regenerate the area by building eight new
town houses. Harjass Motors still lives on
in Pym Street and is managed by Paul
Dhanjal—brother-in-law of the Sagoo
brothers.

2nd in a series of
interviews with interfaith
leaders in Leeds
Interviewed by Trevor Bates, August 28th
2012 and amended by HSS

The main gurdwara in Leeds was
located in Chapeltown, North Leeds, and
the main worship day was Sunday. The
Sikh community in South Leeds
experienced difficulty in accessing the
gurdwara due to patchy public transport
and/or expensive travel for larger families.
Beeston had a sizeable Sikh community
and the whole cross-section of the
community was missing the spiritual
element of their lives. This was a huge
concern for Harbans and the only
practical solution was to establish a
gurdwara in South Leeds. After many

4

years of search, Rington’s Tea Company
building in Lady Pit Lane was purchased
and a distinctive gurdwara was offically
opened in 1987. Over a period of time it
has become a hub of Sikh activities,
serving members living in adjacent wards
as well as Sikhs living in other towns such
as Denby Dale, Wakefield, Dewsbury,
Batley and Pudsey. Some exclusive facilities
available at the gurdwara are now
attracting members from North Leeds and
cities in North Yorkshire.
As a member of the Sikh community
in Leeds, Harbans became associated with
Piara Singh Sambhi, who was a notable
scholar of Sikhism and became an
advocate for Sikh religion and culture with
a passion for writing. Piara Singh Sambhi
along with Dr Owen Cole, who was head
of RE at James Graham College of
Education, wrote articles for publication.
Piara Singh Sambhi and Harbans also
became available to go to schools,
religious groups (Mothers’ Unions etc) to
talk about Sikhism in order for it to be
more widely understood and appreciated.
Harbans recalls experiences when his
turban and his physical appearance
attracted negative comments and
intimidation which endorsed his
conviction to be a spokesperson for the
Sikh faith and way of life. Harbans was
introduced to Concord and became a
member, working with Dr Peter Bell MBE,
remaining until 1982, when he found that
the extra responsibilities at his new place
of work (Woodlea Garage) and being
available for wider Sikh representation and
advocacy needed to have priority in his
life. When Leeds Faiths Forum was
organised with the support of the Leeds
City Council, and having retired from
garage work, Harbans was free to
become its Director and served for many
years as Chairperson.
Harbans speaks of times of tension in
city neighbourhoods provoked by
intolerant factions bent on troublemaking. In 1984 provocative slogans were
daubed on the walls of Hindu and Sikh
buildings. Strong personal relationships
of faith leaders, through involvement

with interfaith organisations, prevented
any discord within the local communities.
Equally when the Church of England
declared the 1990’s to be a Decade of
Evangelism a public meeting was held in
the Town Hall when Archbishop George
Carey was invited to speak when Harbans
took the chair—to allay fears in the nonChristian faith communities. George
Carey indicated and assured other ethnic
communities that the intention was to
evangelise non-church-going Christians in
the UK.
Leeds Faiths Forum complements the
work already done by Concord using
both political and delegated powers in a
more public way to promote inter-faith
and inter-cultural harmony, mutual
recognition and respect. Harbans believes
that Leeds Concord has played a major
part in bringing people of the various faith
communities together in Leeds over the
years. It has provided opportunity for
listening, for learning and open
discussion, bringing about greater
recognition and offering reassurance in a
growing multi-faith, multicultural and
multi-lingual city.
It needs to be noted that Harbans also
has lived in a wider world than many of
us, being able to promote the positive
work being done by Sant Puran Singh
Institute, in respect of peace and interfaith
initiatives on an international basis. This
work has given Harbans opportunity to
meet world faith leaders such as Pope
John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, the Dalai
Lama, Archbishops Rowan Williams and
John Sentamu, and Prince Hassan of
Jordan.
GNNSJ works very closely with world
organisations such as Religions for Peace
(New York) and Council for the
Parliament of World Religions (Chicago)
and the UNESCO. To address one of the
eight Millennium Development Goals, in
a sustainable way to eradicate poverty,
GNNSJ has built a training school in
Kericho, Kenya, to give vocational training
to indigenous youngsters to make them
capable of job opportunities in the building
and IT industries.
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was a distinguished, pioneering religious
educationist. From his friendships with
people of different faiths grew a staunch
commitment to the transformation of
religious education from instruction
primarily in the Christian faith to a subject
that would develop an understanding and
appreciation of world faiths. Sikhs
became part of Owen Cole’s life when he
moved to Leeds for a
lectureship in 1968. In 1969
Owen
and
other
educationists founded the
influential Shap Working
Party on World Religions in
Education.
His
commitment to multi-faith
religious education and his
close friendship with Piara
Singh Sambhi led to many
single-authored and joint
publications for schools on
the Sikh tradition.’
Mr D.P. Jay, reviewing Cole Sahib
(Cole’s autobiography), comments:
‘Owen was one of my tutors when I
did my PGCE. He was, without doubt,
one of the most important influences on
my career. He blazed the trail of inter
faith understanding …’
(Compiled by the Revd Trevor Bates)
John S. Summerwill (Concord Editor)
adds:
‘In my early days as an RE tracher, I
attended a series of evening lectures given
by Owen Cole at Trinity & All Saints
College, Horsforth, in which he covered
Judaism, Islam and Sikhism. I was
enthralled by his systematic teaching style,
and deeply impressed by his fair-minded,
empathetic presentation of the key aspects
of these faiths. He opened up new worlds
for me, and the copious notes I took at
those lectures formed the basis of my own
teaching of those faiths for years
afterwards. His books have made an
enormously significant contribution to
religious education and to inter-faith
relatonships in Britain.’

Dr W. Owen Cole
(22.09.1931 – 26.10.2013)

D

R Owen Cole died at Chichester
on 29th October 2013. He lived in
Leeds 1968-79 when he was Head
of the Religious Education Department at
James Graham College. Owen was one
of several pioneers of an
inter-faith process which
brought about considerable
change in the life of Leeds,
West Yorkshire and the
nation. During his time
Owen became a member of
Concord’s first executive in
1977 and a noted speaker on
Sikhism
at
Concord
meetings.

Tributes:
Professor Eleanor Nesbitt of Warwick
University (a former colleague of Owen),
in News/Information writes:
‘[Owen Cole] met Quakers during his
(National) Service with the Friends'
Ambulance Unit and decades later (after
many years in the Church of England) he
joined the Religious Society of Friends.
He was inspired by his father, a liberalminded Congregational minister, and
subsequently by his friendships with
people of many faiths ... Owen taught in
a primary school in Corsham, near Bath,
in a comprehensive school in Harlow,
Essex, and at Northern Counties College
in Newcastle (now Northumbria
University), before moving in 1968 to
James Graham College in Leeds (now
Leeds Metropolitan University). In 1980
he was appointed to the West Sussex
Institute of Higher Education (now the
University of Chichester), where he
became head of religious studies in 1984.’
In a Guardian Obituary Professor
Nesbitt adds:
‘Owen Cole, a historian by training,
from a non-conformist Christian family,
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A Muslim in an Anglican Cathedral
by Kath Harwood
staff of the Cathedral as Community
Liaison Worker, working in close
cooperation with city and church
authorities. There she does amazing
work, encouraging people of all faiths and
none to use the Cathedral as a ‘safe’ place
to meet and talk.
At the regular lunch-time meetings
there are question-and-answer sessions
attended by very large numbers of people
of all ages and views. People were less
strident in their opinions and even groups
like the EDL and BNP, sometimes almost
violent and certainly noisy in expressing
themselves, behaved with far less hostility
in the quiet atmosphere of the Cathedral.
Over the last four years, hundreds have
participated in these and other meetings
and have aired their views frankly and
forcefully, but with respect for different
viewpoints. The aim is always to
emphasise the things held in common
rather than differences. Young people are
particularly encouraged to participate, in
the hope that this will minimise the danger
of radicalisation on both the extreme
sides.
Mrs Anwar has strong opinions about
the toxic influence of Saudi Arabia’s ‘petrodollars’ on Wester leaders. She urged her
audience to petition against this.
She also spoke of standing by the Wall
in Jerusalem, about seeing a drawing by
a Palestinian child expressing all the grief
and hurt of life there, and her distress at
seeing the rapid decline in the Christian
population from the homeland of Christ.
A devout Muslim, she is influenced by
her Christian contacts in her work, by the
teaching of Jesus and by the daily
Cathedral worship.
Witty, urbane, incisive and self-assured
in her reasoning, and enthusisastic about
her work, Mrs Anwar is a most impressive
speaker.
Oh, for such a woman in Leeds!

T

HIS title, for a talk arranged by the
Friends of Ripon Cathedral and held
at St John’s Church, Moor Allerton,
on Sunday 15th September 2013, really
intrigued me. As a very frequent visitor
to the West Bank in Israel/Palestine I know
of good relationships between Christians
and Muslims in Palestine, but a Muslim
woman working in an Anglican Cathedral
in Blackburn—wow!
The woman in question, Mrs Anjur
Anwar MBE, a former banker and
teacher, and an executive member of the
Women’s Muslim Association, is an
amazing lady. Elegant in her grey suit
with ankle-length skirt and sequinned
black hijab, she was a commanding
presence and a dynamic, eloquent and
stimulating speaker.
She spoke of her determination after
9/11 and 7/7 to do something to improve
community relationships in Blackburn.
With her far-sighted and imaginative
approach, she realised the necessity of
engaging with those who think and see
things differently, especially with
members of the English Defence League
and BNP who have a stronghold in the
Blackburn area.
She met and established a close
working relationship with Canon Chris
Chivers, a sub-dean at Blackburn
Cathedral, who was equally concerned
about the promotion of good inter-faith
and inter-cultural relations in the area.
They used to talk as they walked together
through the busy city-centre streets,
raising eyebrows and causing comment
as people stared at the sight of a priest in
a dog-collar walking with a Muslim
woman wearing her hijab. Together they
set about bridging the differences of
religion, culture and ethnicity.
At first Mrs Anwar worked as a
volunteer in the Cathedral, which
eventually led to her appointment to the
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InterFaith Week

Fairtrade Fortnight

Nov 17th – 24th 2013

February 24th to March 9th 2014

C

ONCORD had a presence
at two events organised
by Leeds Faiths Forum to
celebrate InterFaith Week in
November. The first was at the
David Young Academy when
groups of Sixth Formers visited
display stands by different faiths
and Concord, followed by a
Question & Answer session. On
the following day similar
displays were set up in the
Merrion Centre and people of
all faiths—several from Concord
—were on hand to chat with
members of the public. The
Lord Mayor of Leeds launched
the event, choirs of school
children provided some musical
interludes and representatives of
different faiths led prayer
sessions. Cards were distributed
and passers-by were invited to
write messages of hope to stick
on the City of Leeds School’s
p e a c e letters.

T

HIS year Leeds will be celebrating
its 10th Fairtrade 'Birthday' with a
party in Leeds Civic Hall and – of course –
with a Fairtrade 'Birthday' Cake. In fact there will
be lots of cakes and the Lady Mayoress has accepted
the unenviable task of choosing the best.
You are invited to take part in the Fairtrade Cake
Bake Off! If you belong to a group or organisation
you could devise a simple cake-baking ‘competition’
to see who produces the best looking, best tasting
cake and enter it for the final. If you don't belong
to a group but enjoy baking, you can enter as an
individual. More information and an application
form is available from Joan on 0113 2564874
joan.machin@ntlworld.com.
All faiths have fairness, peace and justice at their
heart, so - logically - all faiths support Fairtrade.
Many Leeds churches have Fairtrade status but not
all, and not all gurdwaras, mosques, temples or
synagogues. Fairtrade Fortnight is a good time to
Take A Step towards becoming a Fairtrade place of
worship. Cynthia would love to hear about your
efforts and achievements. Talking of which,
congratulations to GNNSJ Gurdwara for achieving
the Fairtrade Foundation Outreach Award. Well
done all concerned.

Dates for Your
Diary
Two more events have
been added to the
Concord programme,
both to be held at the
Quaker
Meeting
House, Woodhouse
Lane, at 7.30 pm:
Thursday June 19th,
Buddhist Ethics in
Contemporary Life: a
talk by Dennis
Hallam
Thursday July 31st,
The Diversity Game,
and Summer Social.
Editor: John S. Summerwill 0113 269 7895 editor@concord-leeds.org.uk
Admin Secretary: Cynthia Dickinson 01924 863 956 secretary@concord-leeds.org.uk
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