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Summer Picnic for Peace

C

ONCORD’S annual picnic coincided
with the world-wide Picnic for
Peace, so both diversity and unity
were celebrated. About 20 people turned
up on a rather dismal Sunday afternoon
but with a wonderful variety of food and
drink, a colourful banner and balloons,
the atmosphere was soon bright and
cheerful and the sun decided to shine.
Before leaving we lit a World Peace Flame
and focused our thoughts on the many
areas in the world in need of peace.
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Annual General Meeting

T

HE Annual General Meeting
was held in the Friends’
Meeting House, Woodhouse
Lane, on June 18th. Dr Sewa Singh
Kalsi retired as Chair, having
completed his two-year term of
office, and the Revd Trevor Bates
was elected as his successor (see
picture to the right).
Cynthia Dickinson, Stephen
Tucker and John Summerwill were
re-elected as Secretary, Treasurer and
Newsletter Editor/Membership
Secretary respectively. Also elected
onto the Executive Committee were
David Goodman, David Hick, Lalita
Kanvinde, Hamed Pakrooh and Jay
Anderson.
Sewa and Hardeep Kalsi, Joyce
Sundram, Suresh Kanvinde, Elizabeth
Bernheim, John Fountain and Farah
Pakrooh were elected onto the Council
of Faiths.
It was noted that although Concord
has some capital in the bank, outgoings
have increased and exceed our income.
It is vital for the continuing success
of the organisation that members renew
their subscriptions. These are still very
modest—only £8 a year (£5 concession)
for access to all events plus three
newsletters.
The Executive Committee informed the
meeting that it would like to change the
Constitution and return to the earlier
structure of having faith representatives
on Executive rather than as a separate
Council.

Yorkshire with 32 beds and has just
celebrated its 30th anniversary with a service
of thanksgiving at Leeds Cathedral. The
old attitude of a hospice being a place where
people go to die has gradually changed so
that many patients now visit at different
stages of their illness – for palliative care,
physiotherapy, complementary therapies
and diversional activities. There is also
support in the community for those who
prefer to be at home.
All faiths or none are catered for, with a
focus on the individual; volunteers too are
from different faiths. All services are
provided free of charge, with most of the
running cost (around £7 million a year)
being from donations or fund-raising.
Finally Sister Brigid asked, What can faith
communities do? Most importantly they can
be good neighbours and support families
during times of illness. They can also
encourage members of their communities
to talk about life and death issues while
everyone is well; sort things out; make
plans; make a will. By helping to prepare
the ‘parting ritual’ people are able to say
and do what can’t be said or done any other
way. Then there is support for the bereaved
and finally, financial support for the
Hospice.

St Gemma’s Hospice
Following the business meeting our
guest speaker was Sister Brigid Murphy,
Director of Spiritual Care at St Gemma’s
Hospice, who began her talk by inviting
everyone to visit St Gemma’s to see it for
themselves. It is the largest Hospice in

2

Concord and the Wesley Connection

W

This social gospel of the Wesleys has
become the hallmark of the Methodist
Church today, notable for its active role
in such issues as environmental concerns,
gender equality, anti-racism, justice and
peace, and support for charitable works
here and abroad. They follow John
Wesley’s cryptic maxim of ‘earn all you
can; save all you can; give all you can.’
Impressed by the relative simplicity of
the Moravians with their piety, sanctity
and lack of hierarchy, the Methodists
adopted a similar democratic structure.
So the Church today has an annually
elected President and Vice President, and
all the grass roots members have an equal
voice
through
locally
elected
representatives. This forms an
organisational network of linked classes
and bands at every level of the
community.
There are also strong ecumenical links
with other church denominations, as well
as an active recognition of other religious
traditions wherever the Spirit of God is
abroad in the world. A strong preaching
element, hymn singing and extempore
prayer are still significant factors in
contemporary Methodist worship, even
though the churches are warm and
comfortable, chairs having generally
replaced the pews and galleried seating
of former days to allow more varied
activities in worship.
Following John Summerwill’s
wonderfully comprehensive and

HAT an excellent evening,
concluding with traditional
Methodist hospitality of ‘a good
table’. Despite torrential rain, city centre
parking problems and the lure of
Wimbledon, a privileged group of
Concord members (from as far away as
Knaresborough,
Wakefield
and
Huddesrfield) attended Oxford Place
Methodist Chapel to learn about
Methodism from John Summerwill and
the Revd Dr Adrian Burdon. They were
masterly exponents.
In fact, our own Dr Peter Bell, a long
time Methodist lay preacher, was truly
following in the spirit of his Wesleyan
forebears in being the founder of the
Concord Interfaith Fellowship. We agreed
that John Wesley (1703-1791), if alive
today, would certainly be one of us!
Originally ordained in the Church of
England, John Wesley and his brother
Charles, famous as the hymn writer, were
primarily responsible for the breakaway
movement that was to become the worldwide Methodism of today. Their home in
the Epworth Rectory in Lincolnshire with
its strict discipline, regular Bible readings
and family prayer, and focus on religious
life and social action, had a life-long effect
on the Wesleys. The orderliness,
organisational structure and disciplined
routine which was to characterise their
subsequent mission and earn them the
dubious epithet of ‘Methodists’ doubtless
stemmed from their upbringing. With 19
chidren, their mother, Susannah, certainly
needed some methodical routine!
As a student at Christchurch, Oxford,
Charles founded the Holy Club, a group
of young men whose devotional practices
were matched by an industry and practical
care and concern for the poor and outcast
of society, including those in prison. John
later took over the leadership of the
group.

3

children’s club for the children of parents
attending the courts.
Why not go alomg for ‘cafe-style
worship’ on the third Sunday of the
month at 6.30 pm to talk/listen, pray and
eat? You will be made most welcome, I
can assure you.
From John’s account and Adrian’
summary of service, within and without
Oxford Place, it was dramatically
convincing that the Methodist Church of
today both preaches and practises John
Wesley’s rule,
‘Do all the good you can,
by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can,
in all the places you can,
at all the times you can,
to all the people you can,
as long as ever you can.’
Joyce Sundram

stimulating picture of the Methodist
Church in general, illustrated by
PowerPoint, Adrian Burden spoke about
his ministry at Oxford Place in particular.
He has 20 years experience, including the
Pacific
Overseas
Mission.
As
Superintendent he has a very diverse
role. Not only are there the regular
Sunday devotional services, including
Taize and Iona style worship, but the
Wesley legacy of service with love is also
paramount. Oxford Place is a veritable
oasis of care and concern for every type
of social and spiritual need. Their mission
is widespread and daily, offering support,
practical help, advice, counselling, training
and education in many and varied ways.
As did the Wesleys in 18th century
Oxford, so does Oxford Place in Leeds
act as a resource for the nearby law courts
and offenders, particularly by running a

In the Place of Resurrection
by Trevor Bates
In April we were guests in the
household of Israel, and were treated as
special friends by staff members of Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem. It was a unique
occasion, being the second annual 10 Day
Seminar arranged by The UK Council for
Christians and Jews together with the
International School for Holocaust Studies.
It consisted of a tight-knit programme
intended for 24 UK churches clergy,
ministers and lay leaders, which had three
main strands: approximately 30 hours of
lectures, l0 hours of guided tours around
the Yad Vashem site, and 20 hours of tours
to Gospel sites in Bethlehem, Nazareth and
Jerusalem.
Four of the group were Methodists. By
strange coincidence we found ourselves
together in the place of Resurrection (for
the brief time which the pressure of
pilgrims allows) on our visit to the Church

of the Holy Sepulchre. Perhaps this was
symbolic of how we came to understand
the unfolding story of the Jewish tragedy
across the centuries, particularly in the 20th
century, and with the emergence of the
State of Israel. This story was shared with
us throughout the Seminar by eminent
lecturers and guides who conveyed to us
their own enthusiasm for the dawning of
a new day and their longing for a
transformed world free from bigotry,
prejudice, hatred and anti-Semitism.
We began to understand and feel
something of the Holocaust story not as
history but as a human story of people,
perpetrators and victims by name, who
were involved in Germany, Poland and
other European countries. We were given
insights about the resentments, hatreds
and brutalities; about the ghettos and
prison camps; about the genocide of
Jewish women, men and children. In
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addition to coming to terms with the
happenings with our minds, we saw and
heard the gruesome story in picture and
video clips, memorials and milieu.
It came as a surprise to realise that
’when Jews think of Judaism, they think
predominantly of their history since the
birth of Christianity’, seeing the two in
parallel. Out of that parallel relationship
sprang the painful estrangement between
the two peoples of faith and the deep, deep
roots of anti-Semitism which go back to
the early Church Fathers. This leaves us
with the bitter question: how could this have
happened in Christian Europe where the
perpetrators and bystanders were often in
the majority of cases baptised Christians?
The Yad Vashem site covers over 40
acres, and contains the Valley of the
Communities, an extraordinary memorial
maze of huge columns and walls of rugged
blocks of Judean rock which listed hundreds
of destroyed Jewish communities; the
Holocaust Memorials to the unknown dead
and the Museum of the Holocaust story;
together with the large suite of facilities for
the International School of Holocaust
Studies. This led offsite immediately to
Mount Hertzl, which is the Israel State
Memorial Park containing the graves of
former Presidents and Prime Ministers,
armed forces personnel and martyrs.

Building Bridges

C

ONCORD’S display was
present at Building Bridges,
a community event in South
Leeds. Representatives of the
Baha’i, Brahma Kumaris, Muslim
and Pagan communities – all
members of Concord – were also
present showing how different
faiths can work happily together.
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We had the great privilege of
worshipping with a Reform Jewish
Synagogue congregation in Jerusalem
on Friday evening as it greeted the
Sabbath and sang in Hebrew; on the
Sunday at the Anglican Cathedral for
the early morning Holy Communion
service in English, and with the
Evangelical Lutheran congregation of
Bethlehem where we sang in Arabic!
As we visited, for the first time for
some and not for others, the Gospel sites
in Galilee and Bethlehem some of us
were asking the basic and crucial
question , what would Jesus the loyal
Jew share with us in this mind-blowing,
and for some, life-changing Seminar?
The words of Isaiah: ‘I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live….’ are
the last words you see, written over the
main gateway, as you leave Yad Vashem.
So, to have been guests royally
treated, to have listened to some of the
finest Jewish lecturers on this subject and
to have heard at first hand from
Holocaust situation survivors – all in their
eighties – left us with a challenge as we
returned home. What now? And where
do we go from here? For we are no
longer the same people who went to
Yad Vashem 10 days previously! Where
and what is Resurrection?

Walk of Friendship

O

NCE again the sun shone
brightly
for
Concord’s
multifaith Walk of Friendship
on Saturday May 3rd. This year we
visited five places of worship in the
Beeston area, with well over a hundred
people taking part. Thank you to
everyone who came along and to all
our hosts for their wonderful warm
welcomes.

Welcome at the Catholic Church of St Francis

Passing the St Francis Primary School
Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha is
housed in the old Rington's Tea Factory.
Here we shared a meal in the langar.
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Along Dewsbury Road to the United
Reformed Church, where we saw a
display of embroidery and other artwork

Welcomed at the Jamia
Masjid Abu Huraira
Mosque

Holy Spirit Anglican
Church

Refreshments at Hamara
Healthy Living Centre

See the Concord website for more
picture in full colour
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PETER DALE

Profile

Interviewed by Trevor Bates on 17th June 2008)

Third in a series of interviews
with members of Concord
However, after two years Peter changed
occupation and entered the sphere of public
health. Throughout his employment years
as he progressed from a school lab assistant
to works manager of both Rodley and
Horsforth Waste Water Treatment Works
he was involved in qualification studies and
occupational transfers which brought him
finally to settle in Leeds.
Peter’s early Christian nurturing was with
the Church of England in Manchester. His
father and two brothers served in the RAF
and one of his brothers, who was an RAF
Bomber Command navigator, was killed
over Frankfurt during WW2. Their family
received so much support, sympathy and
concern from the local rector and church
that Peter reckons his vital Christian faith
stems particularly from those circumstances.
Peter met Pam in Shrewsbury when he
first worked at Shrewsbury School, but then
later through a rambling club their
friendship blossomed, and they were
married in 1966. They lived in Sale (whilst
he worked in Macclesfield) for a time prior
to coming to Leeds. Peter took early
retirement in 1983 and then took a course
in Sociology with Trinity and All Saints
College, which led to him gaining a Leeds
University BA (Hons) degree in Sociology
& Public Media.
These latter years proved to be times of
search and enquiry for Peter in respect of
his faith and Christian allegiance. He and
Pam became involved with the Quakers and
were very happy with them. Pam applied
for membership and has remained so ever
since. However, Peter’s spirituality was
rooted in the liturgical tradition and
festivals of the Church of England and he
searched for an Anglican church which

P

ETER DALE has been with Concord
for well-nigh 30 years. His Christian
faith has enabled him to cross
through barriers of separation to arrive
at a very positive and wholesome spiritual
stance enriching us as well as himself. Of
course he is a Lancashire lad –and that
may be a clue to his spirit of enquiry and
adventuring! However, we believe there
are other clues to be found in his life’s
journey.
Born in Manchester, as a young
teenager Peter was one of many children
evacuated from that vulnerable city during
WW2. He was welcomed into a home at
Wirksworth, Derbyshire, remaining long
enough to complete his secondary
education, and then to return to start
work with a Manchester insurance firm.
In 1945 he was called up to military service
for three years, during which he spent
one year in Greece and one in Palestine.
Peter then returned to work with the
Manchester insurance firm.
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Leeds Faiths Forum

was adventurous and forward looking,
willing to face up to the current issues of
ecumenical opportunities and interfaith
relationships. This brought Peter to where
he is now–with All Hallows Parish
Church–so being involved with both
Quakers and Anglicans.
During his Quaker period in the late
1970s he attended, with a friend, an
interfaith meeting which was relocated to
St Matthew’s Parish Hall when the Revd
Trevor Huddleston was the guest speaker.
Later in 1984 Peter did a college placement
with Rabbi Douglas Charing, who, at that
time, was Director of the Jewish Education
Bureau and of the Concord Resource
Centre.
These influences among others moved
Peter to become a member of Concord
and he has been with us ever since. He
became our treasurer from 1997 until
2005. He served on the sub-committee for
a revision of the Concord Constitution
and was our correspondent with the
Charity Commission. Peter gave a talk
to Concord some years ago on the
subject of ‘Being Human’, arguing that
this is our calling from God and not to
‘be overtly religious’ That occasion is still
remembered by some of us.
Peter’s concerns embrace world peace,
unity and justice, deeper bonds between
Jews, Christians and Muslims, to counter
anti-semitism and Islamophobia and to
see such attitudes rejected for ever. He
was partly responsible for the Concord
statement: ‘Our experience is that deeper
sharing increases our respect for other
traditions (and throws) new light on our
own.’ Peter says his prime hobbies these
days are walking and music.
Both Pam and Peter share the same
ideals and Pam’s quiet presence amongst
us at our meetings is always greatly
appreciated. They have three children,
Michael, Andrew and Elizabeth (Liz). I
don’t think we could have finer
representatives of the Christian faith
among us than Peter and Pam.

C

ONCORD members have been
actively involved in Leeds Faiths
Forum events and activities for
many years and have a representative on
their Board of Directors.
The Forum would now like to establish
a Women’s Interfaith Network and to do
that needs our help. Is there a women’s
interfaith group in your area or at your
place of worship? If so, could you let us
know.
Although the Forum hasn’t been active
for the past twelve months there are now
plans for a conference on Faith and the
Environment to take place in March 2009.
Again your help would be appreciated.
Can you say what the attitude of your
faith is to the environment? Do you have
any scriptural texts describing or
supporting this attitude? Do you know
how members of your faith community
regard the environment? Could you
recommend anyone to speak on Faith and
the Environment from your faith’s
perspective?
Contributions need to be with Revd
Charles Dobbin by the end of September.
St John’s Rectory, 1 Fir Tree Lane,
Leeds LS17 7BZ cdobbin@aol.com

Marjorie Waterman

F

OR the past few years Leeds and
Bradford Concords have enjoyed
exchange visits each Spring,
instigated by the secretary of Bradford
Concord, Marjorie Waterman. This
year no joint meeting was planned, but
Marjorie joined us for the Peter Bell
Memorial Dinner in March. Those of
you who received the April newsletter
will have seen how much she enjoyed
the evening. Sadly that was Marjorie’s
last public outing. A week later she was
seriously ill and on May 6th she died of
cancer. Several Leeds Concord
members went along to her funeral
service in Bradford on May 16th.
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Government Support for
Interfaith Work

The Government’s press release gives
more
information
(http://
w w w. c o m m u n i t i e s . g o v. u k / n e w s /
corporate/899026).
Individual hard copies can be obtained
from
Communities
and
Local
Government Publications, PO Box 236,
Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 7NB tel
08701 226236.

T

HE Government has recently
published a document supporting
interfaith dialogue, called Face to
Face and Side by Side: A Framework for
Partnership in our Multi Faith Society.
The aim of the framework is described
as being “to create more local
opportunities both for face to face
dialogue which supports a greater
understanding of shared values as well as
an appreciation of distinctiveness; and for
side by side collaborative social action
where people come together and share
their time, energy and skills to improve
their local neighbourhood.”
The document acknowledges what has
already been achieved in the inter faith
field and notes the desirability of national,
regional and local organisations working
in complementary ways. It encourages
further work to increase interfaith
understanding and social cooperation. It
groups potential work under four
headings:
• Developing the competence and
skills to ‘bridge’ and ‘link’
• Shared spaces for interaction
• Structures and processes which
support dialogue and social action
• Opportunities for learning which
build understanding.
The document announces a £4m ‘Faiths
in Action Programme’ of funding to
support local activities and initiatives and
a three year programme of investment,
support and capacity building in regional
faith forums in England.
The Government will be working in
partnership with the Inter Faith Network
for the UK to support an ‘Inter Faith
Week’. This will encourage communities
to hold events to celebrate and raise
awareness of the positive inter faith work
that is being undertaken everywhere.

Learning Agreement
Do you in your place of worship in come
in to contact with any young people who
could benefit from developing their skills?
The Learning Agreement project is a
government funded initiative which aims
to help 16-17-year-olds who are in work
without training gain accredited
qualifications.
Each young person receives individual
support from a Keyworker until the
chosen qualification has been successfully
completed. Employers are also consulted
to ensure that the training meets the
business needs.
We are committed to inclusive practice
and would like to reach out to young
people and employers of all faith groups.
For further information or to make a
referral please contact Ian Ingle
07920007208
or
email
Ian.ingle@leeds.gov.uk
Mullah Nasruddin and his wife are in
their car driving. Suddenly his wife
screams, ‘STOP THE CAR!’
‘What is it?’ Mullah Nasruddin asks.
‘Turn around and go back home! I
forgot to turn off the oven! The
house will burn down!’
Mullah Nasruddin kept on driving.
‘Why aren’t you turning around?’
‘The house won’t burn down...’,
Mullah Nasruddin replied. ‘I forgot
to turn off the shower.’
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Concord Programme Autumn 2008
Monday 15th September
SHARED INTEREST: a talk about investing in a fairer world
Friends’ Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane 7.00 pm
Wednesday 15th October at 7.15 for a prompt start at 7.30 pm
ANNUAL PEACE SERVICE, in association with Leeds Peacelink
at Leeds Civic Hall, attended by the Deputy Lord Mayor of Leeds
Wednesday 19th November
PATTERNS OF WORSHIP IN JUDAISM:
by Rabbi Ian Morris of Sinai Synagogue
First in a new series on worship in world religions
Friends’ Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane 7.15 pm
Monday 15th December
WINTER SOCIAL: an opportunity to mingle and chat, share food
and listen to live music. Please bring (vegetarian) festive food to share.
Tea, coffee and fruit juice provided.
Friends’ Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane from 7.00 pm

Spring 2009
Wednesday 21st January 7.15 pm
PATTERNS OF WORSHIP IN CHRISTIANITY: Revd Dr
Adrian Burdon at Oxford Place Methodist Centre 7.15 pm
(Allow time to find parking. Try Park Square, or other streets towards the south west.

Tuesday 24th February 7.00 pm
BEHIND THE WALL: a talk on the Palestinians by Kath
Harwood at Thomas Danby College (Meeting Room 1&2)
March
PATTERNS OF WORSHIP IN ISLAM (details to be announced)
Saturday 2nd May
WALK OF FRIENDSHIP in West Leeds
Details will be posted on the website (www.concord-leeds.org.uk)
when arrangements have been finalised
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Interfaith Calendar
Autumn 2008

Treasures Revealed in Leeds

F

ROM May 5th to 11th many places of
worship opened their doors to the
public as part of Treasures Revealed
in Leeds. Thanks to lots of Concord
members there was a wide variety not
only of churches but also other places of
worship including mosques, gurdwaras,
temples and a stone circle.
For the past three years this event has
been co-ordinated by the Churches
Regional Commission, but they will focus
on developing trails in other parts of
Yorkshire & Humber over the next five
years. If there is to be another Treasures
Revealed in Leeds then participating faiths
and venues will need to organise it
themselves.
Concord has been a significant partner
in the previous events and will take an
active role in encouraging people and
places to take part in 2009. There will be
a meeting for all interested parties in Leeds
Church Institute on Monday September
15th at 10 am. Maybe someone from your
place of worship will be able to attend.

SEPTEMBER
2 Ramadan begins
Muslim
3
Ganesha Chaturthi
Hindu
14
Racial Justice Sunday
Christian
22
Mabon (Autumn Equinox) Pagan
26
Lailat al Qadr
Muslim
30-Oct 1 Rosh Hashanah
Jewish
30-Oct 8 Navaratri & Durgapuja Hindu
OCTOBER
1
Eid ul Fitr
Muslim
9
Yom Kippur
Jewish
9
Dassehra
Hindu
14-20 Sukkot
Jewish
19-25 One World Week /
Week of Prayer for World Peace
20
Birth of the Bab
Baha’i
Installation of the Guru Granth
Sikh
21
Shemini Atzeret
Jewish
Simchat Torah
Jewish
26
Bible Sunday
Christian
28
Diwali
Hindu, Sikh

WalkTalk

NOVEMBER
1
All Saints’ Day
Christian
Samhain
Pagan
9
Remembrance Sunday
12
Birthday of Baha’u’llah
Baha’i
13
Birthday of Guru Nanak
Sikh
24
Guru Tegh Bahadur Martyrdom
Sikh
26
Day of Covenant
Baha’i
28
Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Baha Baha’i
30
Beginning of Advent
Christian

O

N Saturday July 19 th several
Concord members were at the
launch of WalkTalk to join Gill
Hicks on the first stage of her journey
from Leeds to London. Gill lost both her
legs in the London bombing but is
convinced that by getting people walking
and talking together they will take the
first steps towards understanding each
other and creating a better future.

DECEMBER
6
Hajj begins
Muslim
8
Bodhi Day
Buddhist
9
Eid ul Adha
Muslim
21
Yule
Pagan
22-29 Hanukkah
Jewish
25
Christmas
Christian
29
Hijra-Muharram (New Year)
Muslim

This newsletter edited by
John S. Summerwill, September 2008.
Tel: 0113 269 7895
email: editor@concord-leeds.org.uk
Admin Secretary: Cynthia Dickinson,
Tel: 01924 863 956
email: secretary@concord-leeds.org.uk
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